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Energy and Technology Committee 

March 5, 2017 

 

Testimony in Support of H.B. 7251: AN ACT CONCERNING LONG-TERM CONTRACTS FOR 

CERTAIN CLASS I GENERATION PROJECTS AND THE RESIDENTIAL SOLAR 

INVESTMENT PROGRAM AND REQUIRING A STUDY OF THE VALUE OF SOLAR 

 

Chairmen Needleman & Arconti, Ranking Members Formica & Ferraro, and distinguished members of 

the Energy & Technology Committee: 

 

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in support of HB 7251. I support the intention of this 

bill but would like to offer some changes that I think would make it a better piece of legislation. Having 

formally worked as a developer at a Connecticut based solar company I know firsthand that margins in 

the solar industry are thin and very sensitive to even the slightest policy changes.  Such policies, even if 

well-intended can have unintended consequences.  

  

Last session’s Senate Bill 9 did a lot of good, but some material flaws need to be addressed.  While I 

recognize that the bill before you is a great bill if the intention is to forestall damaging solar policies 

from taking effect for about a year, it unfortunately doesn’t do anything to prevent those harmful 

policies from eventually taking effect.  We must ensure that we amend the language to give PURA the 

ability to look at a wide array of policy options, not just the two damaging policies that are locked into 

law, which have failed elsewhere in the country.  Those failures have cost other states solar jobs. We 

have an opportunity to learn from those states’ mistakes and avoid a catastrophic mistake of our own.  

  

Please consider that unless you amend this language to take the restrictions off the type of net metering 

successor programs PURA can consider, we will be left with two problematic policies currently in law.  

I respectfully urge the committee to improve this bill by doing the following: 

1. Absolutely keep the sections in this bill that delay the implementation of PA 18-50 by extending 

the ZREC and RSIP programs. 

2. Keep the value of solar study, but allow more time for CASE to complete it. Other states have 

taken 2-3 years to do their studies. Six months is not enough time. 
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3. Take the handcuffs off PURA and let it determine whatever new policy may be best, based on 

the findings from the study. 

  

If you look around this room today, you will see many solar employees who are asking you to save their 

jobs and get this policy right.  These folks are counting on us and we owe it to them to get this right. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to testify before you today. I am happy to take any questions you might 

have. 

  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Jesse MacLachlan  

State Representative  

35
th

 District  

 


